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that this practice of cross-generational sex was an important factor which explained why young women are six
times more likely to be HIV positive then young men in Africa. And here | pause to ask you, honorable members
of this distin-guished committee, are we really doing everything that we can to protect young girls and women
from HIV AIDS We want them to abstain, or at the bare minimum, delay their sexual debut, but it will be
difficult, if not impossible, for them to do so if they are not protected from sexual abuse, exploitation, eco-
nomic dissmpowerment, poverty - the norms that encourage sex with older men for support and survival. | am
confident that this problem of cross-generational sex slices across the politics that color the current, and highly
polarized, de-bate on how best to combat HIV AIDS in Africa. People of all polit-ical and spiritual persuasions
are deeply distressed and disturbed by the abuse of girls and young women. But if that is, in fact, the case, why
is so little being done to ad-dress these problems With all the research that has been con-ducted, its certainly
not because we dont know that its happening. | would like to think its not because we dont care. | believe it is
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