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approximately two thirds of the world s population is bilingual. Globalisation, migration and decreasing gaps
between different cultures and countries make the ability to speak two or more languages necessary, and,
consequently, the number of bilingual people increases steadily. The ever-increasing, significant number of
people speaking two or more languages has caused high interest, among psychologists, educators and also
psycholinguists, in the cognitive and cerebral study of the bilingual. An important part of the research is the
study of bilingual aphasia, meaning the loss of the capability to comprehend and/or speak a language, either
totally or in part, which is a result of brain injuries often caused by diseases, such as strokes or tumours, war
injuries or car accidents (cf. Myers-Scotton 2006: 317). Studying bilingual aphasia and its impacts on the
bilingual s different languages contributes to finding an answer to the question of how two or more languages
are organised and represented in the brain. In so doing, this field of research posits hypotheses concerning the
cerebral organisation of language in general and the parts of the brain which function for its production. After
having defined the terms bilingualism and bilingual, which is a necessary prerequisite to avoid confusing
ambiguities in the following text, this essay will illustrate the most common patterns of language recovery and
their relative incidence. This illustration will be followed by an overview of early suggested and attempted
explanations for the questions about which brain mechanisms are responsible for the various patterns, why a
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