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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .as it would be disastrous to produce a fine of goods either too elaborate
and high priced or of too low grade. 49169--Bull. 147--15---8 The house usually purchases the material and puts
up to the designer the problem of turning out garments that will sell. The designer is constantly on the lookout
for new ideas. Those employed by the best houses regularly visit Paris and other European cities in search of
the novel and the attractive. Styles which have been created by high-class custom tailors for exclusive patrons
are frequently drawn upon for new ideas by designers who are able to reproduce from memory, with
substantial accuracy, details from costumes seen in the market, in the hotel lobbies, theaters, caffe, and
elsewhere. A high degree of skill is sometimes shown by the designer in planning garments that can be cut out
of the goods with a minimum waste of material. When garments are to be made in large quantities, and when
low cost of production per unit is the important consideration, rather than style, it is necessary that the
garments be capable of being put together by the tailor, or the operator at the machine, with a minimum of
trouble. This means a lower manufacturing cost because of the lower piece rate for labor. The one thing that
all manufacturers and designers strive for, however, is that elusive quality called style. Without this quality a
garment may not bring $10 in the market; with it, another...
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