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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 Excerpt: .who had stolen our pencil. We use the word stolen advisedly we think: for
it had not been returned to its wonted niche in the desk: neither had report been made as to its finding. We were
much concerned at its theft: and yet it had been one of the cheapest variety, costing not over five cents. It had
been purchased at the hands of an ordinary street mendicant. Marketed by a pauper; and stolen by a
Chinaman. We have consulted the oracle since, dear reader, and determined that, after all, that pencil did not
belong to us. It had come to us vitiated by the dust of poverty; and had gone to the goal, in nowhere, only
oriental travelers with smelling-bottles dare venture upon. It had not been a desirable possession at either end
of its destiny. It had been worse than nothing. We shouldn t recommend the getting of more like it at any sort of
bargain. It had been an unlucky pencil. We were well rid--but stop. We had employed that pencil in the signing
of chit-cards. These of course had been meal accounts--we patronize the bar on rare occasions only, if at all--
and hereby hangs a tale. As we reached the finale of our prologue, there came the usual morning breakfast-
knock on our door. We were served in our rooms: that is, the writer was. We hadn t reached Mufkins sufficiently
yet to warrant record of his daily habits. Our garcon had...
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