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Century has passed since Mary Wollstonecraft published her Vindication of the Rights of Women, and Maria
Edgeworth, with greater tact and knowledge of the world, pleaded for the higher education of women in her
Letters to Literary Ladies. Whatever views we may hold as to the change, there can be no doubt that the modes
of thought and of life of women in all classes have altered considerably, for good or for evil, in the last hundred
years. It is, however, possible to exaggerate the change, and to be mistaken both as to its causes and its
resulting tendencies; and now that there are signs of a new departure, it may be as well to take stock and
consider how we stand at present. First and foremost the question presents itself, How do women stand now
with regard to that all-absorbing occupation obtained through marriage? Their position in industry is so vitally
affected by their attitude towards marriage, and by the attitude of those around them, they are so constantly
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