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Senator Foote: Delivered at Paulding, Jasper Country, on the 12th, and at Quitman, Clark Country, on the 14th
April, 1851 Fellow Citizens: I stand before you as the humble advocate of your rights, in opposition to one of
your Senators in the Congress of the United States, who it is believed, has not maintained them in that high
position, where they have been put in issue. This is, in some respects, a pleasant, in others an unpleasant duty to
perform. To maintain your cause, and to vindicate the rights and honor of the South, is the highest pleasure of
my heart. To review the course of your wandering Senator, to show that he has not maintained your cause,
and that he has not vindicated the rights and honor of the South in the high position in which they were
entrusted to his charge, is not so pleasing a duty. I would prefer, if it were possible, to welcome him with the
voice of praise, and to bestow upon him no words of censure. But the conduct of the Senator himself leaves me
no alternative but the disapproval of his course, and I proceed at once to the merits of his position. He has
addressed you, and will again follow me. My time is limited, and in the order of discussion, I have no
opportunity of reply. This gives him a great advantage; but when I have gone through with him on the record
which I shall produce, I shall be satisfied to leave him to your judgment, feeling well assured that whatever may
be your...
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