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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** The house of Theodosius, the famous eastern merchant, was in the best
part of Constantinople at the Sea Point which is near the church of Saint Demetrius. Here he would entertain in
so princely a fashion that even the Emperor Maurice had been known to come privately from the neighbouring
Bucoleon palace in order to join in the revelry. On the night in question, however, which was the fourth of
November in the year of our Lord 630, his numerous guests had retired early, and there remained only two
intimates, both of them successful merchants like himself, who sat with him over their wine on the marble
verandah of his house, whence on the one side they could see the lights of the shipping in the Sea of Marmora,
and on the other the beacons which marked out the course of the Bosphorus. Immediately at their feet lay a
narrow strait of water, with the low, dark loom of the Asiatic hills beyond. A thin haze hid the heavens, but away
to the south a single great red star burned sullenly in the darkness.
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