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Educational Philosophy, Vol. 3 What constitutes the significance of a thinker? Does it consist alone in the truths
which he creates and hands on to posterity as a fixed and unchangeable inheritance? Or, does it rest as well in
his capacity to stimulate his followers to advance into promised lands where he himself can plant no seed and
consequently reap no harvests? Perhaps as science becomes less static and dogmatic we incline to recognize a
mans importance more and more in terms of the problems which he sets for others to solve and less as regards
his definite and tangible contribution to the fund of human knowledge. Hume in metaphysics is, of course, an
illustration of this latter type. His destructive analysis of the metaphysical presuppositions of his day forced a
right-about-face in theories of knowledge and a new attempt to describe the nature of the human
understanding. So, too, Herbart in his psychology. Herbart s ideas bear much the same relation to the concept
of mind as do Hume s impressions of memory to an external world. Educational theory after the advent of
Pestalozzi was synthesizing a mixture of philosophical conceptions. The human understanding which Kant
reconstructed was a much more formidable and complex affair than that which Hume destroyed. But this in
turn became identified with an organizing and self-developing will. This conception of the mind as a self-
revealing entity harmonized well with Rousseau s doctrine of ripening instincts and capacities. And,
consequently, in the writings of the Pestalozzians and, later, the Froebelians, we have clearly enunciated
theories of inner development, and the business of...
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