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the Merits of His Claims to the Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Mr. President, - I am
happy to enjoy the privilege of meeting, this aIernoon, so goodly a number of the chosen men of God, on
whom the holy priesthood has been placed to carry into execution the purposes of the Most High - to spread
abroad the light and knowledge of the glorious gospel of God s own Son, and to hold the reins of government,
in conjunction with others, over the destinies of that people who have acknowledged the authority of Jehovah,
bowed the knee to the Prince of Life, and placed their necks beneath his yoke. As I look around me over this vast
and honourable assembly, I behold some whose faces I rst saw on the other side of the Atlantic, and others
whose acquaintance I have made in other States and Territories some years since. The trials, Mr. President,
through which we have passed together, at home and abroad, on the land and on the sea, have begotten in my
breast a love, a sympathy, and an attachment for these men that time cannot sever; and as our priesthood is
an everlasting priesthood, without beginning of days or end of life, I indulge the fond anticipation of meeting
you all beyond the grave where this power and authority will have perfect and complete jurisdiction, and will be
a mark of greater honour there to those who have...
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