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live longer with her husband; and she urged all possible
arguments to prevail on him to aid her in the commission of the
murder, which Billings resisted for sometime, but at length
complied. At this period Thomas Wood, an acquaintance of Mr.
Hayes, arrived from the country; and, as he was apprehensive of
being impressed, Hayes kindly took him into his house, and
promised to use his interest in procuring him some employment.
After a few days residence Mrs. Hayes proposed to him the
murder of her husband: but the man was shocked at the
thought of destroying his friend and benefactor, and told her he
would have no concern in so atrocious a deed. However, she
artfully urged that he was an atheist, and it could be no crime to
destroy a person who had no religion or goodness--that he was
himself...
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