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Excerpt: . . . of the attendance of the inferior clergy in
parliament: and it appears from the Annals of Burton--sub.
ann. 1255--that the whole body of the clergy sat by
representatives in the 39th of Henry III. History supplies other
examples, and none of them are mentioned by the writers of
the time as a novelty: a strong presumption, certainly, that the
practice of representation was not altogether unknown long
before the end of Henry the Thirds reign. If the representation
of counties before the close of the third Henrys reign be
involved in doubt, that of cities and boroughs may be
considered more questionable, though supported by the
authority of some eminent names. It is true that in the Saxon
times the towns were often places of considerable strength and
importance, and that London in particular had a great share
in the politics of that troubled age. From Doomsday book it
appears that...
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