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Excerpt: ... ment of Emergency Management, Arkansas Game and Fish officers, Arkansas Forestry Commission
personnel and equipment, and the Arkansas Department of Corrections. The day after the tornado, 800
Arkansans in a community of 5, 000 woke up without their jobs. The Arkansas Department of Workforce
Services already knows of 450 affected individuals, and expects a total of approximately 500 to be out of work
for extended time, roughly 10 percent of the total population in Dumas. On February 25, my administration set
up the State Emergency Operations Center in response to damages and resources requested in the Dumas
area. On Tuesday, February 27, | requested federal aid including direct federal assistance, housing assistance,
and low-interest loans. | made this request of President Bush in a letter addressed to William Peterson, Region VI
FEMA Director. After my initial FEMA request, | spoke briefly with two FEMA officials about the damage report. It
wasnt until Thursday, March 8 that | received an official comment from the department. That was 10 days after
the initial request and 13 days after the tornadoes destroyed Dumas. While waiting for a response from FEMA,
my administration was receiving mixed messages through the media about our disaster request. There were
quotes from anonymous FEMA officials stating that we were not going to receive federal assistance due to our
current state budget surplus. When we received the letter from David Paulison denying our request for
assistance, the Bush administration made an offer of 30 FEMA trailers from the Hope Airport. On Friday, March
9, we were informed that we were being given 23 mobile homes...
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